MEMO

To:

Middle School Wrestling Coaches and Athletic Directors
From:

P. A. Bowler, Assigning Officer



Middle Tennessee Wrestling Officials Association

Date:

September 29, 2009
RE:

2009-10 Wrestling Season

Greetings Coaches. I hope everyone had a good summer and is ready to get back to wrestling. We are continuing to use Arbiter to assign wrestling matches so I hope most of you are familiar with the system. I need YOU to update your school and contact information. I will enter and assign your home schedule. The website has changed addresses (arbitersports.com) and looks a little different so please navigate it early and let me know if you have any questions.
THE ARBITER
The Arbiter is a web based system that runs on email. Up to date email is critical, so send me coaches, athletic directors, and whoever else needs to be notified of schedules and referee information. Anytime any changes are made to the schedule, referee assignments, etc an email will be generated to the contacts set up for your school. You will be able to see whether an assignment has been made, who the referee is and that he has accepted the assignment. You also have direct access to the referee’s contact information.
SCHEDULES

Please email, fax or mail your home schedules. Don’t send me a link to your schedule. Remember, the schedules are assigned according to HOME schools only. I will assign officials and publish the master schedule on our Arbiter website. PLEASE review and note any changes as soon as possible. If you have changes to your schedule please send me CHANGES only and not the whole schedule again. Also “visiting schools” don’t assume another school covered you. 

FEES

The booking fee is $50. Please make checks payable to P. A. Bowler.

LATE FEES

There will be no late fees this year because schedules and booking fees are a requirement to have an official booked for your match. Late schedules create logistical problems that are magnified by our limited numbers, so late schedules might not get assigned.
MATCH FEES

Match fees are unchanged from last year and set by TSSAA.

Dual meet






$60
Double Dual






$95
Tri meet






$140
Quad (two officials)





$140/ea

Note:
Five or more exhibition matches constitutes a match ($35 additional at a dual)

TOURNAMENTS

Invitationals:

Individual tournaments will be charged $60/championship round:

Minimum fees:

8-team bracket


(three championship rounds)
$180/off

16-team bracket





$240/off

32-team bracket





$300/off

Tournaments will be prorated for numbers not specifically indicated. Call me for details.

The official/mat ratio is:

3 officials to 2 mats

5 officials to 3 mats

6 officials to 4 mats

8 officials to 5 mats

9 officials to 6 mats

The host school is responsible for the full complement of officials (example: Five officials show up for a four mat tournament. The sixth official is involved in an accident on the way to the tournament and is unable to be replaced. The sixth official’s check will be split among the other officials). Please don’t add mats without talking to me or the head official

Team Tournaments:

Team Tournaments will follow the same fee schedule as listed in the match fees. Each match past the third will be an additional $40. So a six team round robin tournament will constitute five rounds of wrestling and a fee of $220 per mat. The number of referees at a team tournament may vary but will typically be one more than the number of mats. Using the example above the total referee fee would be $660 divided equally among the four referees, or $165 each.
The head official is responsible for confirmation and coordination of other officials to the tournament director. Any decrease in the number of officials must be confirmed 48 hours prior to weigh-ins. After that the host school will be responsible for the full complement of officials. I would suggest you go after the school(s) that backed out of your tournament last minute for unnecessary officials’ fee. The reason for this is that the scheduled official has cleared his calendar of all commitments including his ability to make income at another tournament.

CONFIRMATION OF MATCHES

Please review the schedule and notify me promptly of any needed corrections. Officials are required to confirm matches with you or your athletic director. If this is not occurring I need to know. One missed match is too many. Be proactive. If your assigned official hasn’t called you the day before your scheduled match call him and let me know (even though it is not your responsibility). Missed matches look bad on the officials but it is your kids, their parents, and your supporters that are penalized the most. In all the years I’ve been assigning there has only been one match missed when the coach received a call from the referee confirming his assignment (that was a traffic accident on the way to match and the referee’s cell phone went dead). ALL the other missed matches have two at fault. Together we can eliminate missed matches.

INCLEMENT WEATHER

Middle school matches will automatically be cancelled if the school system is closed or released early for inclement weather. Please call as soon as you hear about school closings.

Failure of notification for cancelled matches (for any reason) will cost the school $30 if a scheduled official confirms the match and shows up.

COURTESY ENTRY

And lastly, I hope you will continue to observe the courtesy entry to wrestling events for registered non-working officials. This is a benefit to both official and coach.

I look forward to start of the season. Please contact me if you have any questions or comments.

P. A. Bowler

Assigning Officer

SSN 408-90-5436

109 Mansker Park Drive

Hendersonville, TN  37075

Home phone 822-4374

Dedicated fax line 254-1186

Bowler94@comcast.net
